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" That the King should be desired to come to London forthwith/'' was the answer. He then put the question in due form. "No!" shouted Ludlow, but his voice was solitary, and the " Ayes" had it. " What more now ? " asked the Speaker. " That he should come with honour, freedom, and safety/-' bellowed the invaders of the House. This question also he put. " No ! " shouted Ludlow again. But the " Ayes " had it; and then the House was permitted by its wild assessors to adjourn.
This, surely, was the bottom of the abyss. Lower than that an Imperial Parliament could hardly sink. The unnatural strain of war between organs of the same body corporate had exhausted the victors at the same time that it ruined the vanquished. Another month of this, and blank anarchy might efface all the results of a history rich in fruitful experience. In that time of despair even visionaries like Ludlow saw no hope except in the strong stern unity of purpose and disciplined vigour that knit the army into a type of orderly freedom. True, the army was subject to a man whose supremacy over elements of chaos threatened a new sovereignty of which they had not dreamed when they struck down the throne. But between the whirlwind and the waves welcome is any sturdy rock to which the shipwrecked may cling with closed eyes till the hour of agony is past. No wonder therefore that Sir Arthur Haslerig persuaded the Speaker to go down to the army, or that he was joined in his flight by a hundred members, besides those of the Upper House.
The head-quarters of the army were now at High Wycombe. The anarchy of London left the officers' council obviously no choice but to advance at once; and on July 31st the army reached Uxbridge. The City train-bands were called out, and for a day or two there was some risk that all previous miseries of war would be eclipsed by the horrors of a street fight in the crowded capital. On August 3rd the two Speakers, with fourteen Lords and a hundred Commons, met the generals and the whole army on Hounslow Heath, and were received with acclamation. u Lords and Commons \" (< A free Parliament!" shouted the soldiers; and honourable members took what comfort they could from this display of attachment to constitutional forms.
Meanwhile, the Commons who had remained in Westminster elected another Speaker, and affected to proceed as thoughy won by the New Model,
